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     MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL     
           MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

           HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, MEPPERSHALL ON MONDAY 27TH JANAURY 2026 

PRESENT:   Councillors:     J Parsons (Chair), R Avrili, T Choksi, J Marsh,  
P Merryweather, P Russell, J Thompson and L Wright. 

The Clerk: A Marabese. 
Others: No members of the public. 

The Chair declared the meeting open at 8:35pm. 
 
1242. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

a. Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor Addy and Zavacky. 
 

1243. CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. The Chair read the Parish Council notice and announcement in relation to openness, 

transparency, and respect during meetings.  
b. Other information 

• The Chair thanked councillors for attending the earlier strategy session.    
 

1244. MEMBERS INTERESTS 
a. To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda and requests 

for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. 
No interests declared. 
No dispensations requested or granted.  
 

1245. PUBLIC SESSION  
At this point (8:37pm) the Chair suspended Standing Orders to receive reports from our Ward 
Councillor, village organisations and to allow members of the public to address the Council in 
relation to items on the agenda or request matters to be discussed at a subsequent meeting.  

No members of the public present and no questions raised 
Standing Orders were reinstated at 8:38pm.  
 
1246. MINUTES  

a. To receive and approve distributed minutes of the Statutory Meeting of Meppershall 
Parish Council held on Monday, 12th January 2026. 
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Avrili. Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Meeting of Meppershall Parish Council held on Monday 12th January 2026 are an accurate 
record of the proceedings and that they be signed by the Chair. Carried.  

 
1247. FINANCE   

a. 2026-2027 Budget           
i. To receive updated actual and forecast v budget reports for 2025/2026. 

The Clerk provided data to compare Meppershall to the average Band D Council Tax 
charges for Central Bedfordshire parishes and all of England (2025/2026). The Clerk 
had also predicted end of year general reserves (carry forward) to provide a start 
position for 2026-2027.     

ii. To review and approve 2026-2027 budget. 
The Clerk provided Council with a proposed budget for 2026-2027 that had been put 
together with assistance from Councillors Thompson and Wright.  Councillors 
reviewed the proposed budget line by line making changes as agreed.  The proposed 
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budget included proposals and agreement for staff salaries, grants, percentage 
increase on previous year expenditure where applicable, the addition of new nominal 
code expenditure (e.g. events, electricity supply) and proposed new fixed asset 
purchase. The Chair thanked those responsible for the preparation of the budget.   

 

 



 

Signed: Dated: Tuesday, 9th February 2026  2025-2026 - Page | 62 

     MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL     
           MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

           HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, MEPPERSHALL ON MONDAY 27TH JANAURY 2026 

 
Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Thompson.  Resolved to approve the 2026-2027 
budget as amended (Income £157,208 / Expenditure £190,935).  Carried 

b. 2026-2027 Precept         
i. Review and approve 2026-2027 precept request.  

Councillors debated precept options based upon the approved budget and the impact 
on both general and earmarked reserves. The Clerk provided data on average Band D 
Council Tax charges for Central Bedfordshire parishes and England (2025/2026) to 
compare Meppershall to.  Councillors recognised that the predicted end of year 2026-
2027 general reserves would be lower than in previous years but agreed that this was 
necessary to achieve annual running costs and aspirations for improvements in and for 
the village. 
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Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Thompson. Resolved to approve and to set a 
precept of £110,954 which equates to Band D Council Tax charge of £99.60 (increase of 
£16.60 per annum on 2025-2026). In setting the precept and budget for 2026-2027 
Councillors also resolved to approve Earmarked Reserves for 1st April 2026. The Clerk 
and Councillor Wright were also asked to write an article for the Messenger. Carried 
 

1248. CLOSE OF THE MEETING 
The Chair closed the meeting at 9:55pm and reminded everyone that the next meeting 
would be 9th February 2026, starting at 7pm in the Village Hall.  
 

Where no signature exists in this electronic version, a hard copy version is available for inspection 
from the Clerk. 

******************************************************************************** 
Glossary  

• CBC  = Central Bedfordshire Council  

• MPC  = Meppershall Parish Council  

• MVH  = Meppershall Village Hall & MVHT = Meppershall Village Hall Trustees 

• NALC = National Association of Local Councils 

• NP  = Neighbourhood Plan 

• ORM  = Old Read Meadow Nature Reserve 


