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     MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL     
           MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

           HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, MEPPERSHALL ON MONDAY 12TH JANAURY 2026 

PRESENT:   Councillors:     J Parsons (Chair), R Avrili, T Choksi, J Marsh,  
P Merryweather, P Russell, J Thompson, L Wright, and R Zavacky 

The Clerk: A Marabese. 
Others: Thirty-three members of the public. 

The Chair declared the meeting open at 7:07pm. 
 
1229. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

a. Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor Addy and Ward 
Councillor Stephenson. 

 
1230. CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. The Chair read the Parish Council notice and announcement in relation to openness, 
transparency, and respect during meetings.  

b. To resolve to extend the meeting finish time beyond 2 hours.  
Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Thompson. Resolved to extend the meeting finish 
time beyond 2 hours if required. Carried. 

c. Other information 

• Councillors not present at last months meeting were asked to sign the Councillor 
Statement of Assurance.  

• Reminder to all that our PCSO will be conducting an engagement event in Meppershall 
on Sunday 18th January at 2pm in the Village Hall Car Park. Residents are encouraged 
to attend.  

• CBC have granted a Tree Protection Order 6/2025 along the walkway to the Old 
Rectory, SG17 5NB.  

• The Chair welcomed members of the public to the meeting and explained that they 
will have an opportunity to speak during the public session of the meeting but noted 
that time was limited and therefore it would be helpful if people did not repeat what 
others may already have said / requested.  If after the public session members of the 
public would like to leave the meeting, please do so quietly.  
 

1231. MEMBERS INTERESTS 
a. To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda and requests 

for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. 
No interests declared. 
No dispensations requested or granted.  
 

1232. PUBLIC SESSION  
At this point (7:15pm) the Chair suspended Standing Orders to receive reports from our Ward 
Councillor, village organisations and to allow members of the public to address the Council in 
relation to items on the agenda or request matters to be discussed at a subsequent meeting.  

a. Ward Councillor Stephenson  

• No report submitted however the Chairman noted that members of the Parish Council 
and other residents had met with Ward Councillor Stephenson on Saturday afternoon 
regarding the planning application 25/03804 East of Coneygate and he is looking to 
support objections and will call in the decision to CBC’s Development Management 
Committee.   
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b. Village Organisations 

• No reports submitted. 
c. Questions from the pubic sent to the Clerk.  

• None 
d. Members of the public raised the following questions and comments. 

• A member of the public said that they looked forward to hearing the Parish Councils’ 
objections to planning application 25/03804 East of Coneygate. However, he noted 
that the most important thing that residents can do is submit an objection to the 
application with CBC and sign the petition in circulation. He emphasised that the 
decision on the planning application is in the hands of CBC and the Planning 
Inspectorate (if CBC refuse planning permission and the applicant appeals this 
decision). Procedural issues have been raised with the CBC Planning Officer dealing 
with the application. Thanks were given to all for helping the voice of the village and 
villagers to be heard. Issues currently identified with the application concern traffic 
and roads, rights of way, hilltop aspect of village and erosion of rural edge of the 
village.  

• A member of the public asked will objections stand if they are based on a template 
letter. Yes, each objection letter will be counted as an individual objection however if 
residents have other points to raise, they should add these to their submissions. When 
the CBC planning Officer prepares his report on the planning application, he will 
summarise all the objections raised.  

• A member of the public wished it to be noted that as a resident of newly built homes 
in Meppershall he was supportive of new developments but would like to request that 
the tone of campaigning against this planning application and any others that may 
come along remains respectful.  The Chair thanked the resident for raising this and 
wished it noted that the village has gained from recent new developments in the 
village and the Parish Council will aim to get as much as possible for the village from 
any future developments. All people once they move to Meppershall are welcomed as 
villagers irrespective of where they live. The issue here is that it is all about the right 
homes in the right place.  

• A member of the public wished it noted that the entrance to the new development is 
potentially dangerous and will reduce the availability of parking spaces for current 
residents.  

• A member of the public asked what is the landowners’ position on this planning 
application? It was noted that the application has been submitted by a land promoter 
who represents the landowner(s) who have given their support for the application.  

• A member of the public wished to remind all that objection letters are being collected 
by a team of residents co-ordinating action against the proposed planning application 
and that if any resident wants help, then they simply need to ask.  

Standing Orders were reinstated at 7:30pm.  
 
1233. MINUTES  

a. To receive and approve distributed minutes of the Statutory Meeting of Meppershall 
Parish Council held on Monday, 24th November 2025. 



 

Signed: Dated: Tuesday, 27th January 2026  2025-2026 - Page | 54 

     MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL     
           MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

           HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, MEPPERSHALL ON MONDAY 12TH JANAURY 2026 

Proposed Cllr Avrili/Seconded Cllr Wright. Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Meeting of Meppershall Parish Council held on Monday 24th November 2025 are an 
accurate record of the proceedings and that they be signed by the Chair. Carried.  

 
1234. PLANNING AND HOUSING 

a. Applications since last Council meeting for consideration.    
i. CB/25/03804/OUT - Land East of Coneygate - Outline Application: Erection of up to 

150 dwellings including affordable housing, with public open space, landscaping and 
sustainable drainage system (SuDS) and vehicular access. All matters reserved except 
for means of access.  
Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Merryweather. Resolved that the Council objects 
to planning application 25/03804 and that the Clerk and Councillor Thompson work on 
the objection letter. Carried. 

ii. Questions raised by residents on application 25/03804:  
1. What advice does MPC have on the most prominent issues of this planning 

application? 
The Parish Council has currently identified the following headline issues with this 
planning application:    

• Highways issues, access, and safety,  

• Rights of way,  

• Slope of site and SUDs, 

• Sewage 

• Height of site (top of hilltop)  

• Erosion of rural edge of the village, and 

• Non-conformity to various CBC Local Plan policies.  
2. What is the plan of action to coordinate and encourage community responses to 

the CBC consultation? 
The Parish Council together with village organisations and residents have prepared 
a leaflet for distribution informing recipients of the planning application and 
highlighting issues with it. The printed leaflet is being distributed to all Meppershall 
homes by the Messenger team with a sample objection letter. This is a wonderful 
effort by all concerned. Special post boxes have been erected to collect completed 
objection letters, and a petition is being organised by a core group of residents 
behind the Save Coneygate – Fildyke Fields action group.  

b. Appeals for consideration including assistance of consultant in creating response.  
i. Appeal 6002693 - CB/25/02814/PIP - Grass Land to the West of Shillington Road, 

Meppershall - Permission in Principle: Development of up to nine single storey 
bungalows.  
The Clerk reported that a consultant has been contacted with the aim of bolstering the 
MPC response to the Planning Inspector considering the Applicants planning appeal 
statement. They have proposed reworking our original objection letter and adding to 
this. The Clerk believes that the experience of the consultant will aid the MPC 
submission.  
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Merryweather. Resolved that the Council 
appoint Gov Resources Ltd at a cost of £560 to respond to the Planning Inspectorate 
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regarding appeal 6002693 - CB/25/02814/PIP - Grass Land to the West of Shillington 
Road. Carried. 
 

1235. PROCEDURES, CONSULTATIONS & LEGAL    
a. Procedures       

i. Digital and data compliance actions update.  
The Clerk and Councillor Thompson advised that the Application for Financial 
Assistance (agenda item 1234.a.ii.2) has been amended to include changes required 
for data compliance.  

ii. To re-approve:  
1. Dignity at Work v1.0 (no changes).  
2. Application for Financial Assistance v4.0 (minor changes).  
3. Freedom of Information v1.1 (no changes). 
4. Dealing with Complaints v1.0 (no changes). 
5. Dealing with Habitual and Vexatious Complaints v1.0 (no changes). 
6. Equality and Diversity v1.0 (no changes). 
7. Sustainability v1.0 (no changes).  

Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Avrili. Resolved to re-approve all policies 
under agenda item 1235.a.ii. Carried. 

b. Stocken House 
i. Update on identified issues, risks, meeting, and actions required regarding land 

transfer.  
The Clerk advised:  

• No update received from Davidson’s or CBC. 
c. IT and Communications           

i. Update from the Clerk.  
A report on website usage was circulated to councillors at the beginning of the month. 
Creation of the Meppershall.org website and amendments to the MPC gov.uk website 
are in progress and draft amendments have been sent to the Clerk for review.  

 
1236. FINANCE   

a. Purchase Orders / Contracts  
i. Subscription to Parish Online at cost of £180 per year from March 2026.  

Proposed Cllr Merryweather/Seconded Cllr Thompson. Resolved to purchase 
subscription to Parish Online at cost of £180 from March 2026. (Local Government Act 
1972 s.111). Carried. 

ii. Meppershall Enclosure Maps 1853.  
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Merryweather. Resolved to purchase 
Meppershall Enclosures Maps 1853 in first instance from the National Archives and 
then if required from Bedford Archives. (Local Government Act 1972 s.111). Carried. 

iii. Storage boxes for PC container.  
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Avrili. Resolved to purchase storage boxes for 
PC container. (Local Government Act 1972 s.111). Carried. 

iv. Printing of leaflet advising residents of planning application 25/03804.  
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Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Merryweather. Resolved to print leaflet and 
associated items advising residents of planning application 25/03804 and how to 
respond. (Local Government Act 1972 s.111). Carried. 

v. Installation of bench (table and benches) at ORM £500.  
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Merryweather. Resolved to arrange for 
installation of table and benches at ORM at a cost of £500. (Open Spaces Act 1906 
s.10). Carried. 

vi. Installation of new benches at ORM (benches already approved for purchase) £150. 
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Merryweather. Resolved to arrange for 
installation of new benches at ORM at a cost of £150. (Open Spaces Act 1906 s.10). 
Carried 

vii. Purchase of large mobility kissing gate for ORM entrance £600. 
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Merryweather. Resolved to purchase large 
mobility kissing gate for installation at ORM at cost of £600. (Open Spaces Act 1906 
s.10). Carried 

viii. Installation of large mobility gate, additional fencing and moving entry gate at ORM 
£350.  
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Merryweather. Resolved to arrange for 
installation of new kissing gate, additional fencing and moving entry gate at ORM. 
(Open Spaces Act 1906 s.10). Carried 

ix. Additional 50mtrs of drainage at ORM £1250. 
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Avrili. Resolved to arrange for installation of 
additional drainage at ORM for £1,250. (Open Spaces Act 1906 s.10). Carried 

x. Clerk new computer / laptop.  
Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Thompson. Resolved to purchase new laptop and 
accessories for Clerk use up to cost of £1,500. (Local Government Act 1972 s.111). 
Carried 

xi. To approve all other purchase order requests.  
None 

b. Grants           
i. To consider grant application from Meppershall Messenger for £750. 

Councillor Thompson declared an interest in this agenda item.  
The Clerk confirmed that this grant was included in the 2025-26 budget.  
Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Wright. Resolved to approve grant of £750 to 
Meppershall Messenger. (Local Government Act 1972 s.142 (1)). Carried 

c. 2026-2027 Budget           
i. To receive actual and forecast v budget reports for 2025/2026. 

The Clerk provided Council with a report on actual plus forecasted spend v budget to 
the end of the financial year together with a forecast of earmarked and general 
reserves on 31st March 2026.  

ii. To review and approve 2026-2027 budget. 
Deferred to extra-ordinary meeting set for 27th January 2026 at 9pm.  

d. 2026-2027 Precept         
i. Review and approve 2026-2027 precept request.  

Deferred to extra-ordinary meeting set for 27th January 2026 at 9pm.  
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e. Document approval        
i. To approve journal entries, bank reconciliations, and bank statements.  

Proposed Cllr Merryweather/Seconded Cllr Marsh. Resolved to approve bank 
reconciliations and statements Current a/c 210 and 211, Savings a/c 73 and 74, and 
MultiPay 260925, 271025, 261125 and 291225. Carried. 

f. Orders for the payment of money.  
i. A schedule of payments was distributed at the meeting for approval and 

authorisation. Payments presented for payment were checked by two councillors 
present at the meeting. 
Proposed Cllr Zavacky/Seconded Cllr Russell. Resolved that the schedules of payments 
as presented be approved and authorised for payment by Councillor Thompson or 
Parsons. Carried. 
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1237. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
a. Report from the Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  

The Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group thanked the Council for their 
speedy response to requests for assistance with planning application 25/03804 East of 
Coneygate. The Neighbourhood Plan has not progressed much since December. In 
progress are the update to the Green Infrastructure Plan, the proposal to extend the 
conservation area and the Design Guide. Councillors offered to assist in different areas, 
and the Clerk will send information and tasks as requested.  
 

1238. HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT    
a. Update on Highways issues.  

The Clerk was asked to contact CBC regarding gritting of Chapel Road.  
 

1239. ENVIRONMENT AND LEISURE 
a. Update on allotment via track and residents parking agreements and schedule for 

distribution.  
The Clerk together with Councillors Avrili and Thompson have finalised documentation 
for delivery to residents on 1st February 2026.    

b. Update on allotments. 
The Clerk will prioritise allotment actions in the month of January.     

c. Village Summer Fayre kick off meeting update and actions for MPC as organiser.  
The Clerk reported a kick off meeting for a proposed summer fayre was held last week 
with the Social Club team in attendance and an abundance of ideas. Unfortunately, the 
Village Hall has accepted two bookings on the date of the proposed summer fayre that 
cannot be re-scheduled which is causing concern. Organising of the summer fayre will be 
a large workload for the Clerk who has little experience and she suggested that Council 
consider requesting assistance from the new Community Engagement Officer at Stondon 
Parish Council in organising the event. Councillors agreed that to do the event justice and 
have the maximum impact it was best to re-launch the village fayre in the summer of 
2027 and assist the Social Club in holding a smaller event this year. Councillors also asked 
the Clerk to include use of Stondon’s Community Engagement Officer in the 2026-2027 
budget.     

d. Update on all other environment and leisure issues.  
The Clerk reported that the Christmas Tree Light Switch on Event went extremely well. 
There was an issue with the lights that Mr Hirst will investigate once the lights are down. 
A short article on works due to start at Old Road Meadow will be included in the next 
Messenger.  
 

1240. STAFF MATTERS  
a. Allotment Co-ordinator update.        

The Clerk will publish the job advert online with a view to appointment for 1st April 2026.  
 

1241. CLOSE OF THE MEETING 
The Chair closed the meeting at 9:05pm and reminded everyone that the next meeting 
would be 9th February 2026, starting at 7pm in the Village Hall.  
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Where no signature exists in this electronic version, a hard copy version is available for inspection 
from the Clerk. 

******************************************************************************** 
Glossary  

• CBC  = Central Bedfordshire Council  

• MPC  = Meppershall Parish Council  

• MVH  = Meppershall Village Hall & MVHT = Meppershall Village Hall Trustees 

• NALC = National Association of Local Councils 

• NP  = Neighbourhood Plan 

• ORM  = Old Read Meadow Nature Reserve 


