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     MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL     
           MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

           HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, MEPPERSHALL ON MONDAY 24TH JULY 2023  

PRESENT:   Councillors:  Parsons (Chair), Addy, Avrili, Seaman and Wright  
The Clerk: A Marabese. 
Others: 5 members of the public. 

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7:15pm. 
 
927. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN / VICE-CHAIRMAN      

a. Election of the Chairman for the year 2023-2024. 
Proposed Cllr Wright/Seconded Cllr Addy.  Resolved to elect Councillor Parson as 
Chairman for the remainder of the year 2023-2024.  Carried.  

b. Receipt of Chairman Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Councillor Parsons signed the Chairman Declaration of Acceptance of Office before the 
Proper Officer and Clerk of the Council. 

c. Election of the Vice-Chairman for the year 2023-2024 
Proposed Cllr Wright/Seconded Cllr Addy.  Resolved to elect Councillor Wright as Vice-
Chairman for the remainder of the year 2023-2024.  Carried.  

d. Receipt of Vice-Chairman Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
Councillor Wright signed the Vice-Chairman Declaration of Acceptance of Office before 
the Proper Officer and Clerk of the Council. 
 

928. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
a. Councillors Merryweather, Russell and Standbridge, and Ward Councillor Stephenson all 

provided apologies that were accepted.   
b. Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Addy.  Resolved to accept apologies for absence from 

council meetings from Councillor Thompson until the end of December 2023.  Carried.  
 

929. CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. The Chairman read the Parish Council notice and announcement in relation to openness, 

transparency, and respect during meetings.  
b. To resolve to extend the meeting finish time beyond 2 hours.  

Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Wright.  Resolved to extend the meeting finish time 
beyond 2 hours.  Carried. 

c. Other information 

 Councillor Morgan has chosen to stand down from the Council.  His input will be 
missed and he is thanked for all his hard work over his term as councillor.  CBC have 
been advised of the vacancy and all notices have been published as required. 

 Mrs Thorne has decided to resign from her role as MPC Community and Environment 
Officer with a finish date in mid-August.  Mrs Thorne has grown into and shaped this 
role and the Personnel Committee with find it difficult to replace her.  The Chairman 
wished to thank Mrs Thorne for her hard work and commitment to the village in her 
role with them.     
 

930. MEMBERS INTERESTS 
a. To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda and requests 

for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. 
No requests for dispensation received.  
Councillor Seaman declared an interest in agenda item 934.b.i 
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931. PUBLIC SESSION  
At this point (7:25pm) the Chairman suspended Standing Orders to receive reports from our Ward 
Councillor, village organisations and to allow members of the public to address the Council in 
relation to items on the agenda or request matters to be discussed at a subsequent meeting.   
 
No report available from Ward Councillor Stephenson. 
The following questions were raised or comments made by members of the public:  

 The positioning of the new MPC noticeboard is poor as not everyone walks via the MPC 
Crackle Hill roadways from Shefford Road to the Village Hall.  The reasons for putting it in 
this location are understandable but it is disappointing that room nearer to the Village Hall 
could not be found.  The Chairman advised that if issues are continue to be raised, MPC will 
review the location.  

 Who at CBC allowed the closure of Shefford Road and Shillington Road at the same time?  
Clerk to investigate.   

Standing Orders were reinstated at 7:3pm.     
 
932. MINUTES  

a. To receive and approve distributed minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Meppershall 
Parish Council held on Monday, 12th June 2023. 
Proposed Cllr Wright/Seconded Cllr Avrili.  Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Meeting of Meppershall Parish Council held on Monday 12th June 2023 are an accurate 
record of the proceedings and that they be signed by the Chairman.  Carried.  

 
933. PROCEDURES, CONSULTATIONS & LEGAL 

a. IT and Communications            
i. Update from the Clerk.  

A report on website usage was circulated to councillors at the beginning of the month.   
The Clerk advised that councillors that Councillor Standbridge has provided the Clerk 
with access to Canva in order to create the Dog Barking campaign posters for Social 
Media.  The MPC computer also required the emergency purchase of a new Mini 
Wireless adapter as the old one had stopped working.   

   
934. FINANCE   

a. Purchase Orders.  
i. To approve purchase order requests.  

1. SLCC Clerks Finance Summit - £60 
2. Mark out pitches and install goal posts - £500 
3. Strim copse - £160  
4. Security Camera and signage for Centenary Field.  
Proposed Cllr Seaman/Seconded Cllr Addy.  Resolved to book SLCC Clerks Finance 
training (Local Government Act 1972 s.111), cost to mark our pitches and install goal 
posts (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s.19, to strim Carne’s 
copse (open Spaces Act 1906 s.10), to purchase solar powered security camera and 
signage for Centenary Field (Local Government and Rating Act 1997 s.31). Carried. 

b. Grant Request         
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i. To consider grant request from new Neighbourhood Watch scheme for marketing 
materials.   
Councillor Seaman did not participate in this agenda item.  
MPC have received a request from Neighbourhood Watch schemes operating in 
Meppershall for the purchase of various marketing materials to promote the schemes.  
Proposed Cllr Wright/Seconded Cllr Addy.  Resolved to purchase and gift marketing 
materials promoting Neighbourhood Watch schemes in Meppershall (Local 
Government and Rating Act 1997 s.31) up to cost of £125.00 +VAT. Carried. 

c. Banking Mandate           
i. To approve banking mandate changes - removing old councillors, adding new and 

updating permissions accordingly.   
Proposed Cllr Thompson/Seconded Cllr Merryweather. Resolved that the Clerk action 
the following changes to the MPC banking mandate: remove Mr Crossley and Mr 
Chapman, add Councillors Avrili and Russell, provide Councillor Wright with online 
access to view, approve and setup payments.  Carried. 

d. Document approval.         
i. To approve journal entries, bank reconciliations and bank statements.  

Deferred to next meeting.  
e. Orders for the payment of money.  

i. A schedule of payments was distributed at the meeting for approval and 
authorisation.  Payments presented for payment were checked by two councillors 
present at the meeting. 
Proposed Cllr Addy/Seconded Cllr Avrili.  Resolved that the schedules of payments as 
presented be approved and authorised for payment by Councillor Parsons.  Carried. 

 
 
935. PLANNING AND HOUSING 

a. Applications since last Council meeting for consideration. 
i. CB/23/01808/FULL - 23 Hoo Road, SG17 5LP - Two storey side and rear extensions.   

Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Addy.  Resolved that the Council has no objection 
to planning application 23/01808.  Carried. 



 

Signed: Dated: Monday, 11th September 2023  2023-2024 - Page | 26 

     MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL     
           MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

           HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, MEPPERSHALL ON MONDAY 24TH JULY 2023  

ii. CB/23/01724/FULL - The Old Coach House, 10-12 Rectory Road, SG17 5NB - Front 
extension to garage including insertion of roof lights, alterations to garage door, 
additional window to first floor and timber cladding.  
Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Avrili.  Resolved that the Council has no objection 
to planning application 23/01724.  Carried. 

iii. CB/23/02119/FULL - 113 High Street, SG17 5LZ - Single storey front, side & rear 
extensions. Part two storey side & rear extension with loft extension & conversion.  
Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Avrili.  Resolved that the Council objects to 
planning application 23/02119 on the grounds of overbearing size, change to street 
scene, parking and other issues identified by the Clerk.  Carried. 

b. Applications responded to under delegated powers – For information only.   
i. CB/23/01374/VOC - Woodview Nurseries, SG17 5LL - Variation of condition number 12 

of planning permission CB/22/02944/FULL Construction of two dwellings and ancillary 
works. Variation is to change the approved drawings to enable revisions comprising of 
improved layout, provision of accommodation within the roof void and detaching 
previous semi-detached garages.  Objection submitted to this VOC.   

ii. CB/23/01199/FULL - 53 High Street, SG17 5LX - Proposed single storey rear extension. 
No objection raised for this application.   

c. Appeals   
i. Update from Cllr Wright on appeal hearing held on 27th and 28th June for 

APP/P0240/W/23/3317603 - CB/22/01261/OUT - 100 High Street, Meppershall, 
Shefford, SG17 5LZ - Outline Application: Development of 23 dwellings and associated 
works following the demolition of 100 High Street with all matters reserved except 
access, and to discuss letter to be sent to CBC concerning issues raised during the 
appeal.  
Councillor Wright attended this appeal hearing on behalf of MPC.  CBC were 
represented by a Senior Planning Officer and consultant whilst the appellant was 
represented by Kings Counsel and a team of consultants.  The CBC requested a 
postponement as they had no Kings Counsel, however after deliberation this was 
refused by the Inspector.  The appellant’s team took issue with CBC’s housing delivery 
figures and the CBC team were unable at times to defend their position or issues 
raised by the appellant’s team.  The Clerk was asked to write to CBC to clarify their 
actions on the day by more importantly their housing delivery figures.   
 

936. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
a. Report from the Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  

The Clerk is progressing with this and has confirmed that it will be with CBC by the end of 
August.   
 

937. HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT  
a. Update on meeting with CBC Highways.   

The Clerk met with the Interim Head of Highways, Councillor Stephenson and Councillor 
Seaman on 19th June.  They discussed: 

 Invoice from CBC.  More information to be provided to new Highways Team 
Leader. 

 Old VAS on Shefford Road removal.   
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 Replacement of VAS on Shillington Road.  To be discussed with new Highways 
Team Leader.  

 State of Shefford Road. 

 Bollard installation outside village stores.  Solution to be reviewed for best option 
by CBC Highways.   

 Resurfacing of footpath outside 1 to 13 High Street and 2 High Street near the 
junction with Hill Top View.  Request passed to Highways officer to action. 

As a result of this meeting the Clerk and Councillor Thompson met with 06/07/23 – 
Meeting with the Highways Team Leader, Traffic Management to discuss:  

 Invoice from CBC and reasons for MPC refusal to pay.  CBC to investigate and 
respond with proposed solution.    

 Redundant VAS outside 60 Shefford Road to be removed. CBC to arrange this. 

 Requirement to reinstate VAS on Shillington Road. 

 Update required on bollard installation outside village stores. 

 Update required on footpath re-surfacing Brookside and Brookmead. 

 Update required on footpath re-surfacing High Street.  

 Update required on when Shefford Road will be resurfaced.     
b. OPCC and RMF grant funding and works update including dispute raised with CBC 

regarding invoice received for part of the works.  
The issue of the disputed invoice for highways improvement works excluding the VAS 
costs was discussed with both the CBC Interim Head of Highways and the new Highways 
Team Leader.  On both occasions MPC representatives explained that the invoice 
received for £20,746 excluding the cost of the VAS would not be paid until all invoices 
had been received.  If the cost of all invoices exceed the original budget proposed by MPC 
for the works of £23,250 then MPC would continue to dispute cost for works.  The Clerk 
reported that she had discussed the matter with the CBC Highways Team Leader today 
and was expecting revised invoices in line with MPC’s budget.   
Proposed Cllr Parsons/Seconded Cllr Seaman.  Resolved that the Clerk and Finance 
Committee arrange for payment of invoices from CBC for Highways works prior to the 
next meeting in September if the sum of all invoices does not exceed £23,250.  Carried. 

c. Review of Survey5 Meppershall Village Plan 2017-2027 and progress made so far. 
Councillor reviewed the Village Plan 2017-2027 survey results on highways.  The Clerk 
was asked to obtain updates on Section 278 agreements from CBC.   

d. Update on road safety improvements on new developments – Cllr Seaman.  
Vistry Homes (Emery Gardens) have confirmed that 20mph signage will be erected when 
other highways works are carried out on site.  Councillor Seaman is awaiting an update 
from Davidsons and CBC regarding Woodlands Rest.  The Clerk was asked to email 
Davidsons regarding this.   
 

938. ENVIRONMENT AND LEISURE 
a. To consider potential hire request for Centenary Field for fireworks display. 

The Clerk advised that adverts had been issued confirming a fireworks display on 
Centenary Field in November without the organisation making a formal application.  They 
have been contacted regarding this.  Whilst the Clerk has delegated powers to accept 
bookings for Centenary Field, she requested Council guidance on this matter.  
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Proposed Cllr Addy/Seconded Cllr Seaman.  Resolved that MPC agree to the use of 
Centenary Field for a fireworks display subject to receipt of a formal application and the 
fulfilling of conditions including use of field (no vehicles) insurance, post event clean up 
within 24 hours, leafleting of neighbours, agreement of adjacent farmer, provision of risk 
assessment and site plan etc.  Carried. 

b. Update on all environmental and leisure issues.    

 The Clerk has arranged the repair of the cemetery standpipe and is organising the 
repair of the water pipe between the water meter and new stop cock.   

 The large noticeboard has been erected at the end of MPC’s Crackle Hill roadway 
(Village Hall end) and a small noticeboard has been erected on the allotments.   

 Bollards - The newly installed bollard on the Crackle Hill roadway has been removed as 
the concrete did not set properly.  The contractor is aware and will reinstall on 7th 
August when installing the Centenary Field path bollard. The bollards installed on 
Parish Council land at the entrance to Old Road Meadow have been knocked down 
within 24 hours of installation.  An alternative solution is required that protects the 
gate from unauthorised access and children from vehicles using the entrance as a 
turning area.   
Proposed Cllr Addy/Seconded Cllr Wright.  Resolved that the Clerk arrange the 
purchase and installation of a stronger bollard positioned further back together with 
appropriate signage and leafleting of residents.  Carried. 

 The pitch fencing has been damaged and will require remedial works to rectify.  The 
Clerk may be able to complete this.   

 The secondary gate of the toddlers play area is leaning in due to the corner post 
moving.  The Clerk will arrange to have this re-concreted. 

 Archies bench on the High Street had been sanded and stained by Mrs Thorne but it is 
showing signs of damage to the wooden feet.  Councillor Wright will look at this.   

 Pitch markings and installation of goal posts will be carried out in August but this will 
not provide an area for playing football on the main field.   

 Proposed Cllr Addy/Seconded Cllr Wright.  Resolved that the Clerk arrange for the 
purchase and installation of 5 a side goals on Centenary Field.  Carried.   

 The Clerk advised that a new dog poo bag dispenser has been installed on the PC 
stores (provided free of charge by Shefford Town Council) but specific bags were 
required.   
Proposed Cllr Addy/Seconded Cllr Wright.  Resolved that the Clerk arrange for the 
purchase of dog poo bags.  Carried.   

  
939. NOMINATION OF MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEE 

a. To discuss and consider nomination of Meppershall Village Hall Trustee 
Proposed Cllr Addy/Seconded Cllr Parsons.  Resolved in accordance with Section 1(2) of 
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended that as publicity would 
be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business 
about to be transacted at Agenda Item 939 namely to discuss and consider the 
nomination of a Meppershall Village Trustee it is advisable in the public interest that the 
Public be temporarily excluded from this meeting and they are herewith instructed to 
withdraw (9pm). Carried 
Redacted minutes (for full minutes see Private and Confidential meeting minutes). 



 

Signed: Dated: Monday, 11th September 2023  2023-2024 - Page | 29 

     MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL     
           MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

           HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, MEPPERSHALL ON MONDAY 24TH JULY 2023  

Councillors agreed that the role of Parish Councillor can conflict with the role of Village 
Hall Trustee and that individuals taking on both roles are inadvertently put in a position 
of potentially failing one organisation or another in the eyes of their respective 
colleagues and residents. In the best interests of councillor wellbeing this is not a position 
that MPC can continue to support and therefore it was agreed that MPC would not 
nominate a current councillor as Meppershall Village Hall Trustee.       
Proposed Cllr Addy/Seconded Cllr Parsons.  Resolved that MPC seek a Meppershall 
resident to nominate as Meppershall Village Hall Trustee until the next Village Hall AGM.   
Carried 
The Clerk and Councillor Addy were asked to work together on seeking nominations.    
 

940. OF THE MEETING 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:20pm and reminded everyone that the next meeting 
would be the 24th July 2023, starting at 7pm in the Village Hall.   
 

Where no signature exists in this electronic version, a hard copy version is available for inspection from the Clerk. 
 

******************************************************************************** 
Glossary  

 CBC  = Central Bedfordshire Council  
 MPC  = Meppershall Parish Council  
 MVH  = Meppershall Village Hall & MVHT = Meppershall Village Hall Trustees 
 NP  = Neighbourhood Plan 
 ORM  = Old Read Meadow Nature Reserve 
 PCC  = Bedfordshire Police Crime Commissioner 
 VAS  = Vehicle Activated Sign 


